





























elaborated	 and	 confirmed	 by	 the	 Pre‐Conciliar	 Pan‐Orthodox	 Conferences	 and	
later	submitted	to	the	Council	as	official	document	texts.	In	addition,	the	Council	





Church	with	 the	Rest	of	 the	Christian	World,	and	2)	The	Mission	of	 the	Orthodox	
Church	 in	 Today’s	World.	 The	 Contribution	 of	 the	 Orthodox	 Church	 in	 realizing	
peace,	justice,	freedom,	fraternity	and	love	between	nations	and	eliminating	racial	























rules	 of	 fasting	 to	 contemporary	 conditions;	4)	 Autonomy	 and	 its	Manner	 of	
Proclamation;	5)	Autocephaly	and	its	Manner	of	Proclamation;	6)	The	Diptychs	of	
the	Orthodox	Church;	and	7)	The	Orthodox	Diaspora.	The	remaining	three	 issues	
concerned	 the	 relation	 of	 the	Orthodox	 to	 the	world:	1)	The	 relations	of	 the	



































The	 remaining	 topics	 were	 the	 subject	 of	 debate	 at	 the	 Preparatory	

















accepted	Diptychs.	 These	meetings	 did	not	produce	 any	particular	decisions,	
however	 the	 question	 of	 granting	 autocephaly	 was	 significantly	worked	 on.	
The	Synaxis	of	the	Primates	of	the	Local	Orthodox	Churches,	which	took	place	
in	 2014,	 was	 a	 key	 event	 in	 the	 preparations	 in	 calling	 the	 Council.	 At	 this	
meeting,	 the	date	of	 the	 future	Council	was	set	 for	Pentecost	2016.	A	special	
Commission	for	verifying	and	updating	the	documents	already	accepted	at	the	
Second	and	Third	Pan‐Orthodox	Conferences	in	1982	and	1986.	The	Commission	






that	were	 prepared	 by	 the	 Commission.	 Two	 documents	 of	 interest	were	 found:	
1)	Autonomy	and	Its	Manner	of	Proclamation,	and	2)	The	Importance	of	Fasting	
and	 Its	 Observance	 Today.	 In	 this	 manner,	 four	 documents	 concerning	 the	
inner	 life	 of	 the	 Orthodox	 Church	 became	 draft	 documents	 for	 the	 Great	
Council.	When	analyzing	the	particular	stages	of	preparations,	we	can	note	the	

































is	 allowed,	 however	marriage	between	Orthodox	Christians	 and	non‐Christians	
(agnostics,	members	of	other	religions)	cannot	be	blessed	by	the	Church.	However,	





































In	 the	opinion	of	 certain	 local	Church	 representatives,	 such	a	 solution	 should	 be	
applied.	Textbooks	of	Canon	Law	indicate	that	marriages	to	the	fourth	degree	
of	kinship	are	not	permitted,	however	such	relationships	to	the	fifth	degree	of	
kinship	 are	 permitted	 with	 the	 bishop’s	 blessing13.	 In	 the	 text	 accepted	 in	
1982,	 it	was	stated	that	marriage	at	 the	 fifth	degree	of	kinship	 is	not	permitted.	

























institution	of	marriage	 in	contemporary	times	when	 it	 is	neglected	 in	 favour	




the	 document	 are	 quite	 interesting	 and	 deserve	 greater	 analysis.	 Due	 to	 the	
lack	of	space,	I	will	limit	myself	to	one	aspect,	which	significantly	differs	in	the	
initial	and	final	versions	of	this	document.	The	document,	which	was	accepted	










In	 this	manner,	 the	 document	 on	marriage	 on	 the	 one	 hand	 became	





	 The	document	on	 fasting	 in	 its	 initial	 form	was	accepted	at	 the	Third	
Pre‐Council	Pan‐Orthodox	Conference	in	1986.	However,	the	debate	over	this	
document	began	at	the	Second	Conference	in	1982.	The	title	of	the	document	
which	 was	 drafted	 by	 the	 First	 Pre‐Council	 Pan‐Orthodox	 Conference	 was:	
Adaptation	of	Rules	of	Fasting	to	Contemporary	Conditions.	The	preparations	of	
this	document	for	the	needs	of	the	Commission	were	delegated	to	the	Church	
in	 Serbia.	 As	 such,	 the	 title	 of	 the	 document	 indicated	 and	 announced	 great	
changes	 in	 the	Orthodox	 fasting	 tradition.	 The	 suggestions	 and	 proposals	 of	
certain	 local	 Churches	 called	 for	 shortening	 the	 Nativity	 Fast,	 eliminating	
the	Apostles’	Fast	and	a	less	strict	approach	to	Great	Lent15.	It	turned	out	that	
																																																													
14	At	 the	Fifth	Pre‐Conciliar	Pan‐Orthodox	Conference,	which	 took	place	10‐17	October,	2015,	 the	
Georgian	Church	expressed	its	objection	to	mixed	marriages	on	the	basis	of	Canon	72	of	the	Council	
in	Trullo.	The	problem	was	also	raised	at	the	Synaxis	of	Local	Primates	in	January	2016	when	the	












the	 content	 of	 the	 document	 prepared	 did	 not	 reflect	 its	 title	 or	 solve	 the	
problem16.	The	discussion	related	to	fasting	indicated	two	tendencies	on	the	part	
of	the	Conference’s	participants:	1)	reformatory,	which	emphasised	the	need	for	
change	 in	 the	 tradition	 and	 practice	 of	 fasting	 and	 2)	 traditional,	 which	
demonstrated	the	need	for	maintaining	the	fasts	as	an	important	element	of	the	
life	and	spirituality	of	the	Orthodox	Church17.	The	traditional	voices	prevailed,	











































conducted	by	 the	Preparatory	Commission	 in	 1990	 and	1993.	 The	meetings	
resulted	 in	 elaborated	 documents	which	were	 submitted	 to	 the	 Fourth	 Pre‐
Conciliar	 Pan‐Orthodox	 Conference	 in	 2009	 in	 Chambesy.	 The	 Conference	
supplemented	and	accepted	the	text	to	be	submitted	to	the	future	Council.	The	
problem	 of	 the	 diaspora	 was	 not	 definitively	 resolved	 and	 this	 was	 clearly	
stated	 in	 the	 document	 accepted	 in	 Crete	 in	 2016:	 It	 is	 affirmed	 that	 is	 the	








keep	 the	 Episcopal	 Assemblies	 instituted	 by	 the	 Fourth	 Pre‐Conciliar	 Pan‐
Orthodox	Conference	until	the	appropriate	time	arrives	when	all	the	conditions	
exist	in	order	to	apply	the	canonical	exactness	(§1b).	The	temporary	solution	is	
establishing	 a	 so‐called	 Episcopal	 Assembly	 in	 the	 areas	 of	 diaspora.	 In	 the	
opinion	of	 the	representatives	of	 the	 local	Orthodox	Churches	assembled	at	 the	
Commission	sessions	 in	1990	and	1993,	 there	are	8	 regions21	 in	which	 such	
Episcopal	 Assemblies	 should	 arise.	 However,	 the	 Fourth	 Conference	 (2009)	
spoke	of	12	 such	regions22	and	 the	Council	 in	Crete	 (2016)	mentioned	13.	A	
fundamental	 addition	 to	 the	 document	 on	 the	 diaspora	 is	 the	 Rules	 of	 the	























Conciliar	 Pan‐Orthodox	 Conference	 in	 2015,	 however	 work	 on	 its	 preparation	




manner	 significantly	 underlines	 the	 role	 of	 the	 Ecumenical	 Patriarchate	 as	 the	
Church,	which	enjoys	the	highest	level	of	authority	in	the	Orthodox	Church,	2)	The	









it	canonically	belongs.	Granting	autonomy	 to	 a	particular	 ecclesiastical	 territory	
depends	on	the	Mother‐Church.	This	means	in	practice	that	if	a	specific	part	of	the	
autocephalous	Church	desires	more	independence	and	autonomy,	it	then	submits	




favorable	 decision,	 the	 autocephalous	 Church	 issues	 a	Tomos,	which	 defines	 the	



















is	 necessary	 for	 expressing	 the	 specific	 spirit	 of	 Orthodoxy	which	 includes	 the	
vast	range	of	opinions	within	particular	Churches.	Finding	a	common	standpoint	
proves	 to	 be	 difficult	 even	 within	 Orthodoxy.	 Local	 Churches	 live	 in	 specific	
geopolitical,	ecclesiastical	and	ecumenical	conditions	and	it	appears	that	these	
issues	to	a	great	extent	shape	our	approach	to	many	topics.	It	turns	out	that	the	












Dokład	 o	 sovpadienijach	 i	 raschożdienijach	 po	 czetyrem	 temam	 poviestki	 dnia	 IV	
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